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Eisenhower Will Dedicate 
[Headquarters of AFL-CIO — 


Ain’ 


Sag rat we 


She 2 


\To Merge 


In Historic 


Colorado 


Sth State 


Denver, Col.—The eighth 
merger of former state AFL and 
CIO organizations brought the 
Colorado Labor Council into be- 
ing despite some opposition. 

A secret ballot vote at the con- 
vention of the Colorado Federa- 
tion of Labor resulted in a 367 to 
137 victory for supporters of unity. 
The vote for merger was unani- 
jmous in the session of the Colo- 
rado Industrial Union Council. 


Charter Presented 
Next day, the charter for the 
new CLC was presented by George 
Reese of the AFL-CIO organiza- 
tional department acting as the per- 
sonal representative of AFL-CIO 
Pres. George Meany. 
Opposition to immediate merger 
was voiced by Sec. Fred Lusk of 
the Denver Building Trades Coun- 
cil, Pres. John Chase of the Car- 
penters District Council and Sec. 
Ed Hogan of Teamsters Joint 
Council 54. They emphasized that 


e e 
Council Will 
Probe Pact 
‘DpD,.2, 4 9 
‘Principles’ 

The AFL-CIO Executive~Coun- 
cil will hold a four-day business ses- 
sion June 5-8 after dedication of the 
new headquarters building here. 

Members of the 29-man Execu- 
tive Council will be present for the 
formal dedication services. 

On the agenda, according to an 
announcement by AFL-CIO Pres. 
George Meany after the council’s, 
special one-day meeting May 1, 
will be a discussion of the “prin- 
ciples” involved in pacts between 
AFL-CIO unions and unions which 
have been expelled from-either the 
old AFL or CIO. ~ 

The May session had _ been 
called to discuss a mutual assist- 
ance pact between the AFL-CIO 
Teamsters and the Intl. Longshore- 
men’s Assn., expelled from the old 
AFL in 1953 as dominated by cor- 


rupt elements. 
That agreement had been abro- 


Labor Scores Victory 


On Roads Bill Wages 


The Senate passed and sent to a House-Senate conference com-| been advised by their interna- 


mittee a huge highway-building bill after labor scored a major victory 
in Senate adoption of a Davis-Bacon “prevailing wage” section. 


their organizations did not disap- 
prove state mergers but felt that 
they should await settlement of ju- 
risdictional problems in Washing- 
ton. 

Other spokesmen from build- 
ing trades unions said they had 


tionals to use their own judg- 
ment. They said they felt dis- 
putes could be as well settled in 


The effect will be to allow the® 
Secretary of Labor to determine 
prevailing wages on road construc- 
tion projects in every area and to 
require that every contractor offer- 
ing a bid agree to match this mini- 
mum wage for workers. 

Davis-Bacon ‘In’ 

Defeat of the Davis-Bacon sec- 
tion would have allowed roving 
contractors, planning to undercut 
wages with “imported” labor, to 
underbid fair-wage contractors in 
many areas. 


The language of the Senate 
Davis-Bacon amendment, in which 
it overrode its own Public Works 
Committeé, is identical with that 
used in the House version of the 
bill. 

The situation was somewhat com- 


(Continued on Page 3) 


an amendment by Sen. J. W. Ful- 
bright (D-Ark:) authorizing “judi- 
cial review” of prevailing wage 
findings. A similar amendment to 
the Walsh-Healey Act controlling 
minimum wages on government 
purchases has handicapped en- 
forcement. 

At a press conference, Sec. of 
Labor James P. Mitchell said he 
opposes the Fulbright amendment 
and favors the determination of 
prevailing wages by the Labor Dept. 
In the field of highway construc- 
tion, the Fulbright amendment 
would be “administratively impos- 
sible,” he said. 

A motion by Sen. Paul H. Doug- 
las (D-Ill.) ‘to reconsider the Ful- 
bright amendment was tabled by a 
36-to-33 vote. The conference 


a merged organization and labor 
could make greater economic 
and political gains when united, 
hence they would support unity. 


Elected officers of the Colorado 
Council were Pres. George Caven- 
der, former president of the CSFL; 
Executive Vice Pres. R. C. Ander- 
son, former secretary of the 
CSIUC, and Se¢.-Treas. Frank Van 
Portfliet, former secretary-treasurer 
of the CSFL. 


Assails Administration 
Charles F. Brannan, former U.S. 
Secretary of Agriculture and a re- 
cently announced candidate for the 
Democratic Senatorial nomination, 
,hammered the Eisenhower Admin- 
istration for using a “divide and 
conquer” technique to turn the na- 
tion over to big business interests. 


plicated, however, by approval of 


(Continued on Page 2) 


Council, Guests Join 


Exercises 


Pres. Dwight D. Eisenhower will finish the job he started a year 

ago when he formally dedicates the new AFL-CIO national head- 

quarters building on the morning of June 4. 

AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany, members of the AFL-CIO Ex-. 
ecutive Council and invited guests will join the chief executive in 


the exercises on a specially con- 
structed platform on Sixteenth 
Street in the nation’s capital with 
the strikingly beautiful structure as 
a backdrop. 

The eight-story, $4 million build- 
ing symbolizes last December’s 
merger of the AFL and CIO into 
a single trade union center. Orig- 
inally planned as the headquarters 
of the AFL, it now houses the head- 
quarters staff of the merged feder- 
ation. ; 


Right Neighborly’ 
Pres. Eisenhower laid the cor- 
nerstone of the latest addition to the 
Washington scene on Apr. 30, 
1955, commenting as he did that it 
was “right neighborly” of the AFL 
to invite him to participate. 
Pres. Meany said on that occa- 
sion: “In a very real sense, the 
foundations for this building are not 
steel and stone and concrete, but 
the far more enduring philosophy 
of free trade unionism.” 
Traffic in the block will be halted 
during the dedicatory exercises and 
chairs for those witnessing the event 
wiil be placed in the busy street that 
leads into historic Lafayette Park 
Opposite the White House. 
AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. William F. 
Schnitzler will be the presiding of- 
ficer at the ceremonies and intro- 
duce the two presidents. 
Rey. C. Leslie Glenn, former 
rector of St. John’s Episcopal 


(Continued on Page 9) 


Magazine Section 
Pictorial Tribute 


The magazine section of 
the AFL-CIO News this week 
is given over to a photo- 
graphic tribute to the new 
national headquarters build- 
ing of the AFL-CIO. 

The cover of the inside 
magazine section features an 
aerial photograph of _ the 
downtown section where the 
new structure is located, close 
by the White House and 
some of the best known 
| buildings in the capital. The 
inside pages show glimpses of 
the new building’s appoint- 
ments and the back cover is 
a pictorial layout of the mos- 


(Continued on Page 11) 
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Sehnitzler Delnands 
U. S. Take Atom Lead 


An angry demand that the U.S. take the ini 


tiative instead of 


doing things because Russia does them was voiced by AFL-CIO 
Sec.-Treas. William F. Schnitzler before the Joint Congressional 


on Atomic Energy. 

He was testifying in favor of 
Gore (D.-Tenn.) for a program of 
peaceful use of the atom, includ- 
ing the development of reactors 
for generating electric power. He 
noted that Great Britain and Eng- 
land, as well as Russia, have begun 
construction of far more such fa- 
cilities than this country. 

Hits Lack of Action . 

“The labor movement is becom- 
ing most disturbed over the lack of 
action,” he said. “Once pre-emi- 
nent in the atomic field, we seem 
to have lost the initiative. It is high 
time we regained it—it is high time 
to get at the core of the matter and 
get immediate action. \ 

“This is not the time to argue 
ideologies. This is the time to show 
our American initiative and get the 
job done.” 

Pres. Walter P. Reuther of the 
Auto Workers charged the Atomic 
Energy Commission is suffering 
from a “creeping complacency” 
about atomic power developments 
lest it offend private industry. 

_ In a statement filed with the com- 
mittee, he urged Pres. Eisenhower 
to make sure the public is given the 
facts on the relative competitive 
atomic power positions of this 
country and Russia. He called the 
U.S. atomic power program “shock- 
ingly inadequate.” 

Schnitzler stressed the labor 
movement’s opposition to commu- 
nism and promised it would coon- 
tinue. 

“But we are becoming exasper- 
ated with the failure of our govern- 
ment to take the initiative in so 
many fields,” he continued. “We 
wait to see what the Russians are 
going to do and then formulate our 
policy. — 

“Let’s drop this attitude at least 
in the atomic field. Let us again 
seize the initiative and take all steps 
to bring the potential blessing of 
the new source of energy not only 
to our own people but to those of 
the entire world. 

“Let us, as the leaders of the free 
world, be the ones who bring these 
blessings to the underdeveloped 
countries so badly in need of ener- 
gy. Let us not wait until Russian 
developments force us into action.” 


Fayors Gore Bill 


Passage of the Gore bill, he said, 
“would be an important step for 
freedom-loving people everywhere.” 

In answer to questions by com- 
mittee members, Schnitzler pointed 
out the propaganda advantage the 
Communists have—and use—while 
the U. S. does so little about peace- 
ful atomic development. 

“We are getting to the point 
where, I might say, we are getting 
sick and tired of hearing the same 
thing—that we have to do this be- 
cause Russia is doing it,” he said. 


“By God, when are we going to} 
get out in front and let the Russians | 
use as part of their argument, “We | 


have got to get doing it because the 
U. S. is ahead of us’? 

“Let’s get the U. S. up in the po- 
sition where it belongs. We are the 
leader of the free world, and in- 
stead of leading, we’re always chas- 
ing somebody else and not quite 
catching up.” 

The Gore bill, which would re- 
quire the government to. build six 
atomic power plants in different 
sections of the country, was called 
“another attempt to put the govern- 
ment into the business of generating 
- and distributing electric energy” by 
Andrew J. McMahon, chairman of 
the Utility Workers’ Power and 
Atomic Energy Committee. 

“We are unalterably opposed to 
it,” he declared, urging instead fed- 
eral aid to private industry in de- 
veloping atomic power plants. 


a bill sponsored by Sen. Albert 


Labor Scores 
Major Victory 
In Roads Bill 


(Continued from Page. 1) 


committee will decide whether the 
amendment remains in the final 
measure. 3 

The Davis-Bacon provision had 
a checkered history before its 
adoption. 

A committee section dealing with 
prevailing wages was knocked out 
by a voice vote on the Senate floor 
last year. The provision was re- 
stored in House Public Works Com- 
mittee, but the whole measure failed 
when the House turned down the 
bill’s financing features. 


Program Revised 

The House this year revived the 
bill, revised the financing program 
and overwhelmed a Republican 
attempt to have prevailing wages 
set according to a “states’ rights” 
pattern by state highway or labor 
commissioners instead of the U.S. 
Secretary of Labor. 


In the Senate this year Sen. Wil- 
liam F. Knowland (R-Calif.), the 
GOP floor leader, offered an iden- 
tical “states’ rights” amendment and 
this was tentatively approved by a 
39-to-39 vote, with Vice Pres. 
Nixon casting his ballot for the 
Knowland amendment to break 
the tie. 

Sen. Dennis Chavez (D-N. M.) 
later offered another amendment 
authorizing the Secretary of Labor 
to determine the wage standards 
and this was approved by a 42-to-37 
vote. The parliamentary situation 
was such that the later action elimi- 
nated Knowland’s amendment. 

Parties Split on Vote 

Twenty-seven Democrats and 15 
Republicans voted for the Chavez 
amendment; 12 southern Demo- 
crats and 25 Republicans voted 
against it. 

Principal differences between the 
Senate and House versions now in- 
volve the distribution of federal aid 
to the several states and the length 
of the authorized program. Bulk 
of the funds will be raised by 
“users” taxes, including a 1-cent 
a gallon gasoline tax increase and 
higher levies on heavy duty trucks 
and tires. 


mutual understanding from K. P. 
Indian National Trade Union Congress, by Irving Brown (right), 
AFL-CIO European representative. Brown was a fraternal delegate 
from the AFL-CIO to the recent convention of the Indian trade 
union group, largest in the country. The gift is a carved ivory 
symbol of the Goddess of Knowledge. 


A GIFT FROM INDIA was presented to AFL-CIO Pres. George 
Meany along with warm regards and greetings and a desire for 


Tripathi, general secretary of the 


the middle of June. 


Kelley School Aid Bill 


Due for Action in June 


The long-stalled Kelley bill for federal aid to schools is likely 
to be cleared by the House Rules Committee for floor action about 


In a letter to his constituents, Rep. Augustine B. Kelley (D-Pa.), 
sponsor of the bill, said that although he was going to Geneva for 


the International Labor Organiza- 
tion meeting, “I will probably have 
to interrupt the trip to fly back for 
House debate on my school con- 
struction bill.” 


Measure Pigeonholed 


The measure, approved by the 
House Education Committee last 
year, has been pigeonholed by the 
Rules Committee while members 
tried to work out some arrange- 
ment on the controversial Powell 
“rider.” 

The Kelley bill would authorize 
$400 million a year for four years 
in federal grants for school con- 
struction, 

The rider, offered by Rep. Adam 
Clayton Powell (D-N. Y.) would 
deny aid to school districts which, 
after three years, were “in defiance 
of” the Supreme Court's anti- 
segregation decision. 

Most observers think that ap- 
proval of the rider would guaran- 
tee a Senate filibuster against the 


school aid bill and might lead to 


miller. 


GROWING CONCERN OF ORGANIZED LABOR at U. S. fail- 
ure to keep pace with other nations in developing peaceful uses of 
atomic energy was voiced by AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. William F. 
Schnitzler (center) before Joint Committee on Economic Energy. 
With him when he testified were Leo Goodman (left) of AFL-CIO 
Dept. of Research and AFL-CIO Legislative Rep. Andrew J. Bie- 


final defeat of any schools bill this 
session. 

Powell has offered to. withdraw 
his proposal if Pres. Eisenhower 
would say he would use executive 
power to achieve the same purpose 
of preventing federal money going 
to school districts “in defiance of” 
the court. 

Brownell Holds Off 

Attorney Gen. Brownell has re- 
fused to commit the Administration 
in advance, 

Eisenhower said at a news con- 
ference several weeks ago that he 
felt the Powell amendment was un- 
wise. House Republican Leader 
Joseph Martin (Mass.), however, 
indicated he would vote for it, say- 
ing he thought the court decision 
left “no choice.” 

A substantial Republican vote 
for the rider would probably result 
in its approval in the House. There 
is no sign as yet that enough Re- 
publicans in the Senate would join 
liberal Democrats in invoking the 
necessary two-thirds vote to beat a 
Southern filibuster against the 
amended measure. 


House Ready 
For Fight on 
Housing Bill 


The House is preparing to tackle 
a Senate-approved Housing Bill 
which, despite the objections of 

res. Eisenhower and his Admin- 
istration, authorizes construction of 
135,000 low rental units a year. 


The Administration, in the hope 
of wiping out a major defeat, is 
expected to fight in the House for 
a return to the original Eisenhower 
goal of 35,000 units this year and 
the same number next. 


Voice Vote Approval 

A move to amend the Senate bill 
to bring it in line with Administra- 
tion policy was defeated im the 
Senate, 41 to 38. The measure 
was approved by voice vote on final 
passage, 

The Senate bill includes the fea- 
tures the AFL-CIO urged except 
for a provision for middle income 
housing, restoration of which was 
considered improbable when the 
House acts. 

In addition to public housing, # 
extends the modernization and 
home repair program to Sept. 30, 
1959, and authorizes the issuance 
of $3 billion in federal housing 
mortgage insurance during the 1957 
fiscal year. 

It also makes things easier for 
the elderly to obtain public housing 
accomodations, expands the college 
and farm housing programs, estab- 
lishes a scholarship program for re- 
search in urban living, and while 
broadening coverage, extends the 
military housing program to — 
30, 1959. 

Extends GI Loans 

By amendment, the Senate also 
extended the GI home loan pro- 
gram until July 1958, a year be- 
yond its present expiration date. 

The fight on the Senate floor was 
led by Senators Herbert H. Leh- 
man (D-N. Y.), John Sparkman 
(D-Ala.), J. W. Fulbright (D-Ark.) 
and Majority Leader’'Lyndon John- 
son (D-Tex.). 

Sen. John W. Bricker (R-O.) 
spearheaded the fight against the 
public housing clause in place of 
the absent Sen. Homer Capehart 
(D-Ind.), who had announced he 
would present the Administration 
program. 

Lehman said the bill called for a 
program “that does measure up, 
in some degree, to the need, and 
that does commit the government 
to activities which will help not 
only the housing industry but the 
people who need housing.” 


Megel Brands Television 
Teaching ‘Inadequate’ 


Salem, Mass.—Mass teaching 


by television is “automation in 


education,” Pres. Carl J. Megel of the Teachers declared at a 
charter banquet of the new Local 1258 here. 


. — 
“There is not and there never‘ 


can be,” he said, “substitute for 
first-hand teacher-pupil relationship. 
Education is a classroom process in 
which, to be efficient and effective, 
the teacher must be able to give 
person-to-person instruction and the 
student to obtain it person-to-per- 
son.” 

Megel taught science for 30 years 
before becoming president of the 
union. Any classroom teacher, he 
said, knows that TV classes such 
as those in physics and mathematics 
being conducted in Chicago high 
schools are next to “nonsense.” 

“It is a silly attempt to educate 
by automation,” he declared, “in- 
stead of paying teachers enough 
money to attract a competent and 
good one to every classroom. 


“As educational ‘gimmicks’ these 


are in the same category as the 
employment of housewives as teach- 
ers’ aides, the misnamed and dis- 
credited merit rating system of pay 
for teachers, the. use of unqualified 
teachers, and the drafting of re- 
tired engineers or women college 
graduates as teachers.” 

Megel called for support of the 
union’s program for getting and 
keeping good teachers. It includes 
pay equal to that in other profes- 
sions requiring comparable prep- 
aration, tenure, elimination of class- 
room overcrowding, better pension 
plans, recognition of the teachers’ 
right to collective bargaining, and 
the right of teachers to take part in 
community affairs. 

Federal aid to education to cor- 
rect classroom shortages is a 
“must,” he added. 
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Steel’s 


ward a form of industry-wide bar- 


Big 3’ Unite | 
On Wage Negotiations 


Pittsburgh—The “Big Three” of the steel industry have launched 
a collective bargaining experiment with the Steelworkers. On June 6 
they will continue in New York to attempt to write a contract for 
their 350,000 employes represented by the union. 

U.S. Steel Corp., Bethlehem Steel and Republic Steel moved to-|j 


gaining despite their disclaimers as 
they raced toward a June 30 con- 
tract expiration deadline. It marks 
the first time that the three firms, 
with almost half of the basic steel 
industry’s .work force and more 
than 50 percent of its production, 
have taken part in joint negotia- 
tions. ; 

While the firms will be bargain- 
ing together, each will also be bar- 
gaining for itself, according to Vice 
Pres. John Stephens of U.S. Steel. 

McDonald Hails Move 

USWA Pres. David J. McDon- 
ald hailed the move to ease the 
threat of a strike affecting 650,000 
in the industry and readily agreed | vies 
to the joint negotiating sessions. 
Both McDonald and U.S. Steel Vice 
Pres. John A. Stephens emphasized 
the “need for speed” in the parleys. 

It was believed that much time- 
consuming detail work could be 
sidetracked with the top firms in 
the industry present at the same 
bargaining table and also in New 
York, away from the pressures 
inherent in the heartland of the 
steel empire. 

The union’s demands have been 
presented to key firms. No value 
was placed on the cost of the 
USWA package which includes a 
“substantial” wage increase, supple- 
mental unemployment benefits for 
52 weeks, premium pay for week- 
end work and the full union shop. 


Demands Outlined 
The USWA asked for a hike in 
shift premiums from the present 6 
cents and 9 cents an hour for the 
second and third shifts, respec- 
tively, to 5 percent and 10 percent. 
Reporting pay would be upped from 


Council Will 
Probe Pact 


‘Principles’ 


(Continued from Page 1) 
gated by the ILA a few days be- 
fore the council meeting in order 
to spare the Teamsters possible 
embarrassment from the relation- 
ship. But, as Meany explained, the 
principle continues to be a matter 
of interest to the federation. 

It is also anticipated that Meany 
will report to the council on con- 
versations with the Building Trades 
Dept. over a directive to “go slow” 
on statewide mergers sent out by 
the department to its affiliates in 
April. 

The council, at the special meet- 
ing, issued a “go faster” suggestion 
to state AFL and CIO bodies in 
their merger proceedings. 

The Building Trades Dept., in a 
letter signed by most of the presi- 
dents of its affiliated unions, had 
suggested that building trades lo- 
cals use their influence to slow state 
mergers until a settlement could be 
reached with the industrial unions 
over jurisdiction on certain building 
and maintenance jobs in industrial 
plants. 

The council had urged the Build- 
ing Trades Dept. to withdraw its 
statement, and Meany described it 
as in “direct violation of the spirit 
and letter of the AFL-CIO Consti- 
tution.” 

Meany was scheduled to meet 
with the executive group of the 
Building Trades Dept. on May 31 


“as wage income. The decision an- 


the present four hours to eight 
hours. 

The guaranteed annual wage 
plan proposed by the USWA 
would provide 65 percent of a 
worker’s income every week of 
‘the year through employer con- 
tributions, state unemployment | 
compensation and any income 
earned by a oat who might ad 
employed part-tim 

A broad revision st present social } 
insurance practice was demanded 
by the unions. All costs would be 
borne by the steel firms instead of 
the present 50-50 split in costs of 
about 9 cents an hour by employer | 
and worker. 

Another contract demand is for! 
an attr in vacation sched-_ 


SUB Exempt 
From All But 


Income Taxes 


The government has ruled that 
supplemental unemployment bene- 
fits are not wages for income tax 
purposes and are not subject to 
withholding or social security taxes. 

They must, however, be declared 
as taxable income even though not 


nounced by Internal Revenue Com- 
missioner Russell C. Harrington 
was anticipated by union social in- 
surance experts when they formu- 
lated guaranteed wage plans. 

Harrington’s ruling has the effect 
of bolstering the opinions of the 
attorneys general of the 18 states 
that have ruled SUB payments are 
not wages and present no conflict 
to state unemployment compensa- 
tion [aws. It likewise appears to 
weaken the stand taken in Ohio and 
Indiana where SUB is held a bar to 
receiving state jobless pay. 

The Internal Revenue chief's de- 
cision means that workers who be- 
come eligible for SUB after June 1 
to augment their unemployment 
compensation will not have these 
payments reduced by various with- 
holding taxes. But the employe will 
have to report them as non-wage in- 
come when he ois | his next income 
tax return. 


STEEL NEGOTIATIONS OPENED on a harmonious note in Pittsburgh when Pres. David J. Mc- 
Donald of the United Steelworkers (standing right) handed over the demands formulated by his union 


to Clifford Hood, head of U. S. Steel Corp. (standing left). 
reached before the June 30 contract expiration deadline. 


Both sides hoped that agreement is 


Auto Workers Drive 
ForShorter W ork-Week 


Detroit—Layoffs continued to climb in this motor capital as the 
Auto Workers officially launched a drive for a shorter work-week 


with 40 hours’ pay. 


In the Detroit area the total of 
furloughed workers climbed to 
138,000, equivalent to 9.1 percent 
of the labor force. Government 
figures put the industry’s layoff 
mark up 8,000 to 167,000 during 
the week of May 19, the latest 
period for which figures are ayail- 
able. 


Up 30,000 in Three Weeks 

This was a jump of 30,000 over 
the number of jobless three weeks 
before and indicated that 20 per- 
cent of the industry’s workers are 
idle. The states surveyed by the 
Labor Dept. included Michigan, In- 
diana, Ohio, New York, California, 
Wisconsin and Illinois. 

UAW Pres. Walter P. Reuther 
said the shorter work-week would 
be the union’s next major collective 
bargaining goal. Earlier he had ad- 


New Type Jobless Pay 
Plan Set Up By Plumbers 


Richmond, Calif—A new type® 


of “guaranteed wage” unemploy- 
ment benefit has been negotiated 
here between Plumbers and Pipe- 
fitters Local 159 and union con- 
tractors. 

The Local 159 plan worked out 
by Business Manager William -H. 
Dimler provides that the employers 
will pay 25 cents per manhour 
worked into a special individual 
bank account in the name of the 
employe working. 

After one year, an unemployed 
worker may draw upon his account 
to supplement his unemployment 
insurance up to the maximum of 
$100 a week. If disabled, the em- 
ploye may use the bank account to 
supplement his disability insurance 
up to the $100 weekly figure. 

Funds in the employe’s individual 
account will always be his—to use 
in event of unemployment or dis- 
ability or to go to his heirs in event 
of death. 


for a discussion of the problem. 


No payments are to be made in 


a strike situation, but the funds 
may be drawn during a lockout. 
The accounts will draw the usual 
bank interest. 

Dimler said that formal language 
and other provisions of the agree- 
ment are to be worked by July 1, 
when the payment system begins. 


Douglas Asks Probe 
Of Auto Accidents 


A resolution calling for a 
Senate Labor & Public Wel- 
fare Committee investigation 
of “the extent of the danger 
to life and health occasioned 
by the incidence of automo- 
bile accidents” has been in- 
troduced by Sen. Paul H. 
Douglas (D-Iil.). 

Such an investigation, he 
said in offering the resolution, 
“should be of great value in 
helping to further the vital 
cause of greater automobile 
safety.” 


dressed the UAW’s General Mo- 
tors Council session attended by 
more than 500 delegates. This 
group said it would present GM 
with a demand for “a substantial 
reduction in the work-week” when 
the present contract expires in 
1958. 

Reuther, who is an AFL-CIO 
vice president, declared the union 
would also seek an increase in the 
size and duration of supplementary 
unemployment benefits. 

Delegates were critical of what 
they termed “chaotic work sched- 
ules” at GM. They emphasized 
that a shorter work-week at re- 
duced pay was not a cure for unem- 
ployment. Rather, they said, a full 
employment program must be|; 
worked out. 

The mayors and township super- 
visors of about 50 Michigan com- 
munities have been invited by Reu- 
ther to meet with him here June 8. 

Long-Range Measures 

They will attempt to develop a 
program “to alleviate the present 
distress. and hardship and propose 
long-range measures to prevent a 
recurrence” of widespread mass 
layoffs. Reuther indicated that the 
heads of auto firms had been invited 
but did not desire to take part in 
such a meeting. 

The UAW president was gloomy 
about the current industry picture. 
With layoffs increasing at an alarm- 
ing rate and inventories at an all- 
time high, he felt that even a pickup 
in car sales within the next few 
weeks might reduce stockpiles but 
hardly produce jobs. 

Jobless workers became eligible 
to receive supplemental unemploy- 
ment benefits under UAW con- 
tracts June 1. These will be re- 
flected by June 4, the first pay day 
after the program becomes effective. 

In Indianapolis, Attorney Gen- 
eral Edwin K. Steers ruled that 
SUB payments could not be made 
under present state law. The 


state’s unemployment compensation 
law, he said, specifies that any pay 
received by a person seeking unem- 
ployment compensation must be 
deducted from those payments. 


Graduates 
Face Good 
Job Market 


High school and college grad- 
uates face a labor market with from 
good to excellent employment op- 
portunities, according to vue Sec. 
James P. Mitchell. 

Two factors operate in pao of 
the June entrants to the employ- 
ment area from the high school 
level, Mitchell said. He listed an 
economy at a high point and fewer 
youths coming of working age now 
than there will be when the high 
birth rate of the 1940’s is reflected. 

Mitchell has many times indi- 
cated that if he were looking for 
employment he would join a union. 
But the labor secretary failed to 
mention in his advice to graduates 
that union membership might be 
equally desirable for them. 

He pointed out that the premium 
in today’s economy is on skill. 
Skilled workers “generally earn 
more than less skilled workers,” he 
added. 

Among fields where training op- 
portunities and long-range employ- 
ment prospects are good, Mitchell 
counseled, are machine shop oc- 
cupations, the construction trades 
and the printing crafts. 

College graduates were advised 
that employment prospects in nu- 
merous fields range from good to 
excellent with ‘demand steady to 
strong and supply short or insuffi- 
cient. Among these he listed busi- 
ness, civil service, health services, 
engineering, natural sciences, social 
work and teaching. 


Blaier, McSpedon 
At Geneva Parley 


Geneva—O. William Blaier, sec- 
ond general vice president of the 
Carpenters, and Pres. Howard Mc- 
Spedon of the New York Building 
& Construction Trades Council are 
in Geneva for the fifth meeting of 
the Building, Civil Engineering and 
Public Works Committee of the 
Inti. Labor Organization. 

Representatives from 20 coun- 
tries are attending the session, 
which is studying trends and de- 
velopments in the world’s construc- 
tion industry, safety measures, 
housing and full employement pro- 
grams. 


<a at cn SO OPE at ate ne Jonny tay ete ORS eae RS gies Comes pe eee Sa Bat sane 
Ce tee eae Bie tei) dnd ere roe Seer ROAR comers Age pene Rae OPE mesh ue reer sere 
- PT all Ee ee Cpe oy OP am) CME I'S. 8 ee ras ly Cat Wo Ue NP te ME 8M me pt ey aor rf eg Se See giey = os & PRS ae ee Ms i ee er a a See oe i 
ee REA SEAT Eagar as 0 ORR ge Re CI og TAs a putes Rammer Rape Spent a SE el, Se on RR ee oo re SE pe aa aeons oa cae: 
SP Ree Penge tA LN PURO pe ACRE 4S dy teeing Ra ee Ma Nig ee RG : ee Bis: RES tas Lise eae ee 4 
eka eee See ES Sega, “Un —-agiRgR  . olay OAT 3 eo uay Be ren SO. aes SR EN ae ak crt - © a. en oe aa 2 : - : a 
Sic?) Qt ge vies aS ‘ : ee : : J . , ee : : ; : 
: 
‘ | eS oo ee = ee ee 
Sa ea pe GE OR EI SR ee eee Se Se Se - 
ee ee ee ee 3 
Bes eee ne NR GE ER Se J Saiiaiar aa Sec ona sai na ed a em Sacha ee Wi 
a ee es, ae PONE S SEE EGA oy oe i ee ee a aces i ne 
ee ea ea BE ES SEES RE Se SRG See or ac Sa 
Peete sation nee ame ee ee es Sn ee ee ee eer ee Se eh cca ee : 
a 
ee Bees can creer nha aaa aean ne ances, cen tener on aa peters rie ee 
ee ee ee Sr Sian phon oe 
eee ee ee oo EER ae een Se ee PO Be eS ae 
Seton ae Spec RISERS cease kere Sean sattarntan tauren ee a Ne ia Seas. oc a RRs See 
SSS Ss a a a ts ee So a ees eos eae Bs se sehen") 
Pee et eae tases See an Sain soem nates pea ha ae Pua > 
Fe | rr rc“ resi ‘(‘ ‘(CRC OOOO Boe 
RS eee SE OSS ee oat ete ar rrr Baas MoT age 
ll ee gO I ST eae 
ee x Seen sees nes es cgiciee a ea es SSUES Si ae ies oa SS ream a ees ee on 
5 a SS Se oe ie Sa ae Rea ee Or See Bigeye: 
| Ee ee tithe Satan anaes See Ja ee Oe 8 SR eee ran 
REMY Sco SR RR RRS TNR Seta race So RR, pe ee 
ee ee Bee Sis re Sie 
RRS Seesmic BS Sinus. Sate aoe anasto es = =— i it oe 
a eer Sas SMR SOS Se a scenes Be SSS OS Pe as 
RRR a eee sadeepar acer mnemenmne nine ages. a aaa PR OER Se Sana Cs SES Sees OR ae Nee 
ee ar eas Sh San ca 2 ; See: HE SOS ES RE ae Sash ES ears 
RR RRR a eee SoS SS SRR oS cr ° ESR Pe: 
oe ee iain seen Say enema tae sen ea Cr a ea Disa Sa SRR a 
Bo ae [aaa sees Bo ae ree Se ee Ne EE Se ee FS Ros ee ~. are i as 
i Ce Re ae i ae ES am 2 ae 
23 RSouma ot one cee ae ae St ege pee cece SE pe 2 ARE > RR aa os aR aaa ree ee 
SS; ae Ea ca Se ag oe Te nS ee Soa «| hea : 
Beenie surge ae & Ss age Se ces epee eae Genera Riess hes ee aie Bera / 
eget soe, *) SRI a a Scenes Sia ipeeehaiasta ES SR A OR a ame sda : 
ae Ee a emma cB Co fe ee ee ae aK 
_ SAE eae ae ES hee: ae ras oe a ee ee re: et eee oe : 
Ree SO SRS ? ee SE RR gs RI BS an pd SES i ; 
Le es Se. Se ae ee Ba A ee Sea OS See eee Sc ee “ < : 
ena Rao). Seo aeanemnas Droit es Meee” Cry Seem ae ah CO eB x So SNe sige so si Pra kaa 
fee eee ct mmm en ae 5 Sears eo es. Bee fey ee sree Sen ERS tO ae 
SRR RRR SRR Re EN RS Re esas Bia on So ORS aR ee ee Se RS : s Saget 
Ge: a a || ec RES gee SS eee ele i ey 
Sey agate uae cea ag, ume Scan ee ee . Se Sadi Lae CS Sates TPL Zi a : 
geben ae), aes. ae epee Sen eR Sa ERE Sa 4 Seas 
bo a Boeke ie os prea BS enn gr SS Se oi actions i ar Ue ase Sa Seeman anes ease. le 
adnan antag La ge Mae seo pcae l EON - Nabeeea sneer wenn: arent es ect ee RN ace POPS Pee tee 
ponte ee Bt Swe OS Se CER int SOO a aaa ERS Rina. | Raat for hac CRE 
Sn me PS ecco cine it” NOR See 5 See ich. de Ser aa 2 
hs OS SOR ee SILL. RE ee Oia fae enon : Ree 
Es se & 2 SSS SS Se Se lll. cS Rem ee aI : ‘ 
oe ee a ee aR OO 5 oe ESS nee 
Joig Shoe en eek cat tae se pe ot rrr OS SoS SRR oS : Sareea eaaeaaeatinas e async ca cca ceo se CSN Soe ies 
ce caer ees Sete eee Lg ies ss Seen as 7 ae Res Ss Pee ys Pe eR St Pee 
(Se See i Steen Se eR 7 EE ERR Re ENE NS cee ae earn aca Sia Nie Ses Re ‘ Se pe 
ie cere em. ee Be Ea MENA goo, ae ee os. ae Tee ee NS ae Be oe 
sea aor Ae NaN he cane * Eee Bas Sh tigecsinon aes Spree eatery Soe ais acban ene eR reer eral OO heh Neat eta: Soom eae Be ea enc a ee 
SUR ee Oe oe a Meee oe Sore 
Re RE ES cee ee RR eae Gade ee Sere nec an Bee 5 Ge 
ee PU ae aes oe Se St. Se: ae Sai tc ORS ae Aa Eagan geese i ae 
Soe Bias og earn ii Sic ee Be: PIRI yk Os So co cee on ee aes Bes ne 
Bias ee NS Se eS ee Scotian Re eR SR RGR aa erin cas an ah oR a OR eS or ye 
Bases See ees Rist sy a ee ae oan Pesnghnemtan. Sea age sea Sens. SER eT eee Ee nae peels 
Pai Uaeen opera oe hee ea See ae a Roe ee RR So aR aes i RU | Ban RS SR ee 
Beeticusmceanecee ilar Mates eeepeoras Se SOE TERS SER nO a By cen wane eee oe 
eee Ec em rer rn ca ER Se ee SOR aes se ecm ee: 
Bes ee SS SSS Crncnastan eee fee RE RR RR So eo Cee ee te 
vie enna oe Se pean one mara ister es ch Ng eS Rie SR RT ec SERN sites ache eh te ao 
ee Dee ee ee ee eine oe = 
eo Se ee ee ik SO ESR Be ne feng ae I RNS ‘ : 
ee cee RE me eee Sac et NRE SBR enoennnnmennaes AEA en Bess wines ta SSUE os 
ae ee ae a se 0 ee. ec ee Gee 
Bie ge iad es SR ae es pee ee Ses pees Rie 
BREESE eee co SSeS Se eae ene Se Pe 
Bek eee cai nape Pi ee RR ORES een a cme ec Gat BS Sto a si aR 
Bintan ss ae a, eS seepcennmntan Soins RE ii az, RGSS ct ese an ace ee eaten 
See am SO pi tee ee nines nem amen “SERS Sigs ss tea ERE ESS sn eo ee 1,23 
Rae aS 2 RES cc ee ee anaes oe ee 
Be SARE SR Re in rR Se eee ee es ae 
f Be ae Ss ee ee ee ” Rg Se Veen ra 
Se cae ee Boban nem tee cman nen es enn one ee eS RR aera, 
Berens oS Ee a a a a : aoe Sma : =a 
Ba a a Rh a a Sesame eae ae Ege oe Se Saag 
ee ee nen Seco TCE oo ROR OR RR aR: prem te 
Rene si aaa ns“meeR nn nnnnnteam ca  atsnoiseee ae SR To : a 
Bese re sa er ere EE SS LS ete 
Se ee ; Be ai 
ae Ses SSS SS a Boca a rae 
EES RR SSS 22) Se Grae 
ee Sone ee ee a EES oi ae 
Pe ee a Te RRR EEE Bi sh Soo ante Be i 
Biter ee Sly See gee ea Be ou 
cl Se ee. eS eae 
SRE pecan aac RS SS SEES SRS Se See erties SRE ee eee 
SERS ee ee SRS SS FEET Sa chee i 
Beosscscsttns gee ee eS Ss Ss Sateen nanan aa eS oe 
Se ene «coh Seas | ee ce cee Se ye 
Se ee ee ae ee UES ee ere aa 
eins < Se” RR ee cara Beso ne me a $ pre 
[Se as *. aa 2 “Reaieaasore SS eta RRR eect cone Sasa eee se oa a ia 
Bech eiisnioruni cg ee Bi Sea. RR Si ae eRe NR TS Se SE RT SENT pe ie ae 
Sea aa 2h. ogee ee SS SS RSE RS SS OS SO SS SO RE me ne 
Beis 5: 
Bee as 
aera 
eee 
me ft 
te SS 
; 
pe wl 
ra 
ee a 
| | —— 
ae 
Re ts 
ae 
| pes 
epee ee 
ie es 
| = 
| Bi ak 
Po See Se 
| ; 
aan 
aes 
coe? 2) 
bec) es 
ieee ee 
tee 
ae a 
ap eee 
ee 
on 
rs 
es 
ase iad 
a | eae 
| Pn 
cee 
7 eisai 
Soc. 
Be 
Rt 
Bee 
ee — 
ee ee 
ae Pe 
ee 
Bete x 
Vase 
SEO 
Ben 
* 
| _ 
po — 
— 
— 
+ 
eee 
ae 
er 
- | 
; . 
e ‘ 
/ 
. 4 e = ~~ . 
- : 
. . ; 
ay Me 
| a ie : . ; é 
: s z = : ‘ eer z. 
e Oy a rae ah Ne Be ee ies Petry Ree tee gto ee aan es. Ratner cep Syn a ee F< ae ee Tale Sapna rant AG 8 S99 > s.  h Sca orice Ve a jee ye ck kaa i Re gar ar ates gc oe Ja ee 
OPS Rae ai Ea a a hie MIDE ea Saige Mow adi Sr ie cle meme Fn Oe eR Set BAY ees aD Se Bite Ore ered oy) A HO oh ER eam SxS OP Pit Se gee eee eee eS ate «ah 0 aaa acon tag OR oi el 8, er oa ad Gh baste fins ape he ate ae ee reals 
eee ed = Eee ty Rie ease = ee Sees ree eo le pcm peda Rake k Geek tae A as ee Le i Ne gage ae : ae a are pee ae Maer eke ag, ia Rete er eee ay Pe oe ee: 
Se BTL Sete UGE PR be Tecan Yvon eye Roe ee “GE ET OR OM ea ay vt Sh 8 dt ates, 17 EE ae tah Saas a en Ripe cee te ety Vat iene Ce ae ee Taig ene me Ae. me ea hay a) ai A ep or Sg an ae ree Nae 
Rk Hear eater dD par RETR Ra <b el oe nar dae a A TIN OS REM Ng ca soplPg ah ek icy ae ieee A, cee see) Pe sag tS CAMPS! SARS RE: Le We SO te 7 eas eae ot a [aia es May ie lel wet at eg. k Oe atch ty 
oO EA ee? ee PODS OUT A enh ee Oe iy eh op aa te Tee Neal ee J ptac eye ates Laat Behe iN saa Si eid ter oat uae bo Fees "ogee oc Pass eee ae, Ah Aon arg ELLE pat Oe Mea AL ae BRR TANS RISE een ae ie eepu iE 4b seas Amey hs. 5 
mate Sag Spel One® x ete Rite ts RR aR! <a Brae eA. eM ta eS yee ce te oer he ts mS hatha ae of) eae Awe, Page) ERE | Snag praia $1 ier art OC Foner sel DRED Say ion Bias” 4h a 4 be Pa whe dts he) te cage Cota re ee eet yt. Sey te FA ees 8 ete 
See eo , 5 eh ge ces naan GeO, OSE See ae ae ees: pete G2 ne Bees ig Sle Sg ee hee tek , en ae yee par eke Pe 
3 < 4 * * “ a EPS lak a ee wi aa he” GON Sig) en 


Page Four 


A Symbol for Tomorrow 


HE FINE NEW HEADQUARTERS of the AFL-CIO, which 

_is being formally ‘dedicated June 4, is a symbol for labor in 
America. 

Architecturally, this new building reflects our country’s demo- 
cratic labor movement. It is modern, yet not extreme. It is sub- 
stantial, yet not stolid. It is functional and utilitarian, as befits a 
working headquarters; yet its public rooms and offices seem to 
mirror the maturity and responsibility of our mid-century labor 
organization. 

Labor can well be proud of its. new home in our nation’s capital. 

The dedication of this new headquarters will be, without ques- 
tion, a time of re-dedication to the ideals, the hard work and the 
spirit of sacrifice which have contributed so much to the growth 
of American trade unionism. 

Those ideals, which motivated the pioneers and the leaders of 
both the AFL ahd the CIO, are as valid today as in the past. 

The crusading zeal, the practical sense of organization, the warm 
humanitarian spirit of Sam Gompers, Phil Murray, William Green, 
Sidney Hillman . . . and all the others . . . have contributed im- 
measurably to this labor movement of ours. Their spirit permeates 
the edifice and the symbol of AFL-CIO. 

} That tradition, that heritage, are not buried in the cornerstone 
of the new headquarters. They are a living philosophy. We 
seek to express it every day, by deed and by word, in every sec- 
tor of labor, in eyery corner of the nation. 

The tradition is one of self-reliance and self-help. It is the 
gospel of freely-functioning labor organizations, serving not only 
their members but all the people. It is the inherent belief that 
unions must serve, not dominate, their members—just as demo- 
cratic government must serve, not dictate to a free citizenry. 


—— AFL-CIO will carry on in the service of this great tradi- 


tion, of this constructive philosophy. 
Its headquarters will be dedicated with fitting ceremony by the 
President of our nation and by the president of our labor move- 
ment. 


The members of organized labor, like average people throughout 
America and the free world, will recognize the symbolic importance 
of this dedication. 


But even more important, we shall observe a re-dedication to 
our fundamental ideals. In that re-dedication lie the hope and 
the promise of a tomorrow better than today, of a life for our 
children and grandchildren better and more peaceful than we 
enjoy for ourselves. 

That is what this new AFL-CIO headquarters, this fine symbol, 
represents in our nation’s capital. 
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Elephant Boy 


DKAWN FOR TH 
AFL-CIO News: 


(The Rev. R. A. McGowan, for- 
mer director of the Social Action 
Dept., National Catholic Welfare 
Council, presented the following 
views on unions, politics and the 
press in a column in the Alamo 
Register, official paper of the Arch- 
diocese of San Antonio. The fol- 
lowing is excerpted from the col- 
umn.) . 


This thing of how we make up 
our mind on how to vote is pretty 
complicated. 

The great majority of the news- 
papers are all one way in their 
editorial columns, and the editorial 
policy seems to trickle over into 
.the news columns by the selection 
of what to print and what promi- 
nence to give it. 

Press ‘Big Business’ 

I do not mean only news about 
politics as such, but news about 
underlying economic practices that 
are a large part of the business of 
politics. And yet most of us get 
our main news from these news- 
papers. 

Their selection of columnists 
influences us, too. When the col- 
umnists are wrong on the main 
issues, we may vote, wrong, too, 
through their influence. The San 
Antonio daily English-language 
mewspapers are a pretty good 
example of how to pitch edi- 
torials, news, and columnists one 
way. 


ficials, one wonders just-how much 
influence newspapers have. They 
are one very important source of 
what most of us come to think 
about parties, candidates, and laws. 

Whether owned by a family, a 
small group, or as part-of a syn- 
dicate, the newspapers are “big 
business.” They hide behind the 
freedom of the press (which is 
good) to become responsible only 
to big business ideas (which is 
bad). 

Attitudes Vary 

There is the question of parties, 
too. In our broad land there are 
Republicrats and Demopublicans as 
well as seven-eighths Democrats 
and seven-eighths Republicans and 


And yet again, as with labor of-| 


nearly every other fractional dif- 
ference. 

Besides, the Republicans as a 
whole group remain with one at- 
titude, and the Democrats as a 
whole group remain with another 
attitude, although from year to year 
their attitudes in each case vary 
somewhat. 

A Landon Republican is not an 
Eisenhower Republican. And a 
Talmadge Democrat is not a George 
Democrat or a Humphrey or a 
Kennedy Democrat. 

Still the two parties are some- 
what different. Our parties are 
very fluid and yet have, in the 
main, certain identities. There 
is a good deal to be said for vot- . 
ing a straight ticket with excep- 
tions. 

In such a situation as this, the 
labor unions have been advising 
their members, and as many oth- 
ers as they can reach, how to 
vote. There has been nothing 
secret about it and, of course, no 
one is obliged to take their ad- 
vice. 

Probably the greatest labor in- 
fluence is not that directed toward 
candidates but that on issues. Cer- 
tainly neither the old AFL nor the 


) 
"I dont mind yo i 
retroactive raises — but you've 
them in hock for the next 


free years already!” 


Unions, Politics and the Press 


old CIO nor the AFL-CIO is tied 
up with one party, and their con- 
tinuous education is directed to- 
ward issues. 

As a long and somewhat careful 
reader of newspapers of all sorts in 
a great many cities, I have come to 
the conclusion that the labor press 
in this country is indispensable for 
a person in making up his mind 
intelligently on the facts of issues 
and personalities in politics. 


Conclusions Pretty Good 


What about the final conclusions 
On issues and candidates that the 
labor officials reach? Well, they 
are not perfect, and I doubt wheth- 
er the officials, themselves, think so. 


But they are pretty good. At any 
rate they are excellent as to issues 
just now. Read the AFL-CIO 
News any week and make up your 
own mind as to that. 

Anyway we have the secret ballot 
in this country and no one is com- 
pelled either to vote or to vote one 
way. 

Still it would be good education 
in our voting for all of us to know 
what the labor unions work for in 
laws and administration of laws and 
why. It would be a long sight bet- 
ter than following the daily papers. 


Industry Group 
Committees Meet 


Three industry group commit- 
tees of unions affiliated with the 
AFL-CIO’s Industrial Union Dept. 
have completed initial meetings, 
according to IUD Dir. Albert 
Whitehouse. 

The white collar committee, food 
and beverage committee and the 
metalworking, machining and fab- 
rication committee met in Wash- 
ington and reviewed the kinds of 
service the IUD can provide in 
serving as a clearing house for 
collective bargaining information. 

Nine more industry group com- 
mittees are scheduled to meet this 
month, 
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Aerial View of New AFL-CIO Building 
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Dues Paying Scribe Likes His 20 Cents’ Worth 


(Bill Gold, author of the most widely read column in Washington, The District 
Line, which appears daily in the Washington Post-Times Herald, devoted a recent 
column to the new AFL-CIO Building. We are reproducing it here in full along 
with AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany’s reply.) 

It is no secret that I have long been a dues-paying member of a proletarian 
organization known as the American Newspaper Guild, and another titled the 
American Federation of Television and Radio Artists. 

In a sense, I guess I’m a little like Lewis Gilbert, the fellow who buys a couple 
of shares of stock in a giant corporation and then shows up at the stockholders’ 
meeting to cross-examine the board of directors. 

Having paid my dues, I like to know how the money is being spent. And when 
I heard that the new AFL-CIO headquarters on 16th Street cost more than $4 
million, I had to make a personal inspection tour of my 20 cents’ worth. 


Million in Ground Alone 


George Meany, the chap my colleagues and I hired to run our affairs for us, 
will be relieved to know that after carefully inspecting the premises I am of the 
opinion that the money was well spent. . 

The location is expensive, to be sure.’ We have almost a million invested in 
ground alone. But these days every large group maintains a staff in Washington, 
and we working stiffs can’t tag behind the rest of the parade. And so long as we 
had to locate somewhere in the high rent district, I guess it was wise to choose a 
spot hard by the White House and next door to “the Church of the Presidents.” 

From the giant mural in the front lobby to the recessed filing cabinets (they’re 
built right into the wall), our new headquarters edifice is impressive. It contains 
quite a bit of office space; but then again, it takes a big staff to run our affairs, 
and they all must have a place to work and something to sit on. 


The executive offices on the top floor are flossed up a bit, and I’m glad of that. 
We honest toilers have just as keen a sense of importance and dignity as any 
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banker, and although we don’t go in for elaborate trappings, we do like to be 
-proud of our main office. 
The council room’ measures about 45 feet by. 30, and is simply, but beautifully, 
appointed. A massive walnut table all but fills the chamber. The table is elliptical 
in shape, so that when the 29-man Executive Council meets, each man can see 
‘and hear each of his colleagues. 
- Around the table stand 28 walnut chairs of precisely the same dimensions, plus 
a 29th that differs in only one respect. Its back is 2 inches higher. When we 
choose a president, we want everybody on his team to understand who's boss. 


View From Top Floor Impressive 

The thing I like best about our new building, I think, is the view from that top 
floor on which our executives sit. ; 

In the soft sunlight of a May afternoon, it etches out a technicolored picture of 
the President’s house across the park, and of George Washington’s Monument 
beyond it—a picture that symbolizes labor’s debt to the past for its heritage of 
freedom, and its opportunities for strengthening the nation’s future. 

I suspect that the view alone will keep my hired hands in that new building on 
the right path, even if I don’t have the time to supervise every little thing they do. 


x* 
Dear BILL: ' 
_I appreciate your 20 cents’ worth. It is gratifying to know that you, as one 
of the 15,000,000 real owners of the new AFL-CIO building, feel proud of labor’s 
new home. 
The view from my office is truly inspiring. I am sure it will help to keep the 
policies of American labor in line with the historic and symbolic monuments of 


'_ Mery truly yours, 
GEORGE MEANY, President. 
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BUSY OFFICE OF AFL-CIO PRES. GEORGE MEANY occupies quarters on the top floor and 
has an adjoining reception room. His secretary, Virginia Tehas, is seen at his desk. 
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PANELLED WALLS provide a background for the office of AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. William 
Schnitzler, shown conferring with AFL-CIO Legislative Rep. Andrew J. Biemiller and others. 
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BOOKKEEPING MACHINES and other mechanical equipment are used by the Dept. of Account- 
ing, which records the receipt and expenditure of every penny in its seventh floor quarters. 


BIG SWITCHBOARD is operated by a staff that POLITICS is business of COPE. James L. Mc- 
includes Mary Crowl (left) and Helen Bender. Devitt (standing) is co-director with Jack Kroll, 


: NON-UNION WORKERS are the concern of the Dept. of Organ- 
_ STEEPLE of St. John’s Church ization. George Reese (left) and William Kircher, assistants to 
from top floor outdoor walkway. Dir. John W. Livingston, talk things over in the latter's office, 
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MOSAIC MURAL 51 ft. long and 17 ft. high greets visitors in lobby of new AFL-CIO building. THE ARTIST, Lumen M. Winter, supplied many of the finishing 
Central figure is a worker, the basic tools on his shoulder, with his wife and their young child. touches while the mosaic was being put together piece by piece. 
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_ HIGHLY SKILLED workers put mural in place. Among them, from were FINISHED PRODUCT is a magnificent work of art, in five colors of glass-gold 
_ Sam Italiano, Washington, and Domenic Girolami and Arno Huedock, St. Louis. from Italy and six colors of marble, in a classic Byzantine mosaic technique. 
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SECTIONS OF MOSAIC were pieced together on ATTRACTIVE DESIREE VIEAU, New York dra- TECHNIQUE of erecting the mosaic included plas- 
lobby floor by Sam Italiano, financial secretary of matics student, posed for the head of the woman in tering sections to wall, then washing and scrubbing 
Bricklayers Local 3, just like a giant jigsaw puzzle. the mosaic’s central group—and is very proud of it. with a stiff brush, as Arno Huedock is doing. 
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Man’s Control Over Machine 


The colorful, giant mural that dominates the spa- 
cious, glass-fronted lobby of the AFL-CIO headquar- 
ters building has as its underlying theme man’s con- 
tol over the machine. 

It is done in a classic Byzantine mosaic technique, 
which had its origin in the art of the ancient Byzan- 
fine Empire, and is the work of Lumen Martin Win- 
ter, distinguished Kansas-born artist widely known as 
smuralist capable of handling large-scale themes. 

The 17 x 51 foot panel takes its motivation from 
the words of Thomas Carlyle, “Labor Is Life,” 
carved on a granite block in the direct cénter. 


American Workman Is Key Figure 


Behind the block is a figure of the American work- 
man. Over his shoulder he carries the tools with 
which man historically has shaped the essentials of 
life—pick, axe, sledgehammer and adze. In addi- 
tion, he carries’ the cables and ropes which sym- 
L bolize shipping and communications. 

His wife is seated on the block, teaching the fume 
damentals to the next generation in the person of 
their son. Flying behind them are the hawk, sym- 
bolic of the hunter; the eagle, representing protec- 
tion, and above them, the dove of peace. 

The sweep of American history swings from left 
to right across the mural. At the upper left are the 
early forms of transportation—the whaler, the cov- 
ered wagon, the stage coach, the steamboat and the 
wood-burning locomotive. 


Below are the staples which gave the pioneer his 


food, clothing and shelter—cotton, wheat, lumber, ' 


coal and water. 


The emphasis is on man’s ingenuity and patience - 


Theme of Giant Labor Mural 


in his use of these raw materials, and shown are the 


first open- hearth foundry, cotton gin, the wheel-| 


wright, the blacksmith, forerunner of mechanics and 
machine tool workers; the steelworker, the driller 
‘and the welder. An I-beam, symbol of steel con- 
struction and the outcome of those early labors, is 
the underlying force giving — to this portion 
‘of the mural. 

The right side is dedicated to more recent achieve- 
ments of man. Here are the jet aircraft, the auto, 
the truck and the diesel locomotive of today. 

Setting them off are representatives of some of the 
worker’s present-day occupations—the biologist with 
his microscope, the linotype operator symbolizing 
the press, the marine biologist and the designer who 
uses marine forms as the basis for his patterns. 


Trades and Arts Depicted 


Then there is a clothing cutter busy at his machine 
and a designer at work on a dress. Below them are 
mown wheat, the farmer harvesting his crops, and 
a tree symbolic of the lumber industry. 

At the upper right are the symbols of America’s 
industrial might—electrical work, oil refineries and 
buildings under construction. Above and at the 
right of the linotype machine are two figures repre- 
senting the arts. 

The mosaic is made up of small pieces of material, 
carefully fitted together, which combine five colors 
of glass-gold, imported from Italy, and six colors of 
marble. Associated with Winter in executing the 
original cartoon was the young American artist, 
Chester Morris. The Ravenna Co. supplied the mate- 


rials. Paul Huedock and his son, Arno, helped com- 
plete the details. 


Merged Labor’s New Home Far Cry 
From Modest Founding Quarters 


The beautiful new home of the merged labor 
movement is a far cry from the modest quarters in 
which the AFL and CIO organizations got their 
starts. 

The* AFL’s first headquarters in 1886 was in a 
brick-floored, 8 x 10 foot shed room at 332 E. 8th 
S&t., New York City. 

It was provided without charge by Cigarmakers 
Local 144 and was furnished by Samuel Gompers, 
first AFL president, and his family-s-for the budding 
organization had no money for rent or furnishings. 

The CIO began life in the spring of 1936 in a 
modest top-floor suite in the Rust Building at 1001 
15th St., N.W., in Washington. 

It took the AFL six moves to get into the former 
headquarters at 901 Massachusetts Ave., N.W., in 
Washington, which it occupied for nearly 40 years. 

In 1892 the growing AFL expanded into larger 
but still small quarters at 14 Clinton Pl., on New 
York’s East Side. Three years later the office was 
shifted to the DeSoto Block in Indianapolis, Ind., 
but the location proved unsatisfactory. 

So in 1897 the AFL moved to Washington. Its 
first headquarters here was three rooms in a now 
razed building at 14th and G Sts., N.W. Two years 
later there was another move—to the old Typograph- 
ical Temple at 423 G St., N.W., a site now occupied 


by the block-square General Accounting Offices. 

In 1907 another move was made, four blocks to 
801-809 G St., then the Ouray Building, now the 
Central Building and still standing. 

Finally, it moved in 1916 into its own building on 
Massachusetts Ave. 

The CIO’s moves never took its headquarters out 
of Washington. 
the Rust Building and later in 1936 shifted to larger 
quarters at 1627 K St., N.W. 

These, too, quickly grew inadequate as the new 
organization burgeoned. A few months later, in the 
spring, of ,1937, the CIO took over the two top 
floors of a building at 1106 Connecticut Ave., N.W. 
—now the home of a dance studio. 

The final move prior to merger came in 1942, 
during World War II. The Steelworkers purchased 
the headquarters building of the Republican National 
Committee at 718 Jackson Pl., N.W.—only a few 
hundred feet from the new AFL-CIO Building—and 
the CIO moved in. In 1953 the CIO purchased the 
building for its headquarters. 

At the time of the merger, the CIO sold the build- 
ing to the Auto Workers, who now occupy it as the 
Washington branch of their Detroit headquarters. 
The former AFL building was sold to the Plumbers 
and Pipefitters for their international headquarters. 


It soon outgrew the small space in|“ 


Ike to Dedicate AFL-CIO Building 


(Continued from Page 1) 
Church, will deliver the invocation. 
The benediction will be pronounced 
by Msgr. George G. Higgins, as- 
sistant director of the social action 
department, National Catholic Wel- 
fare Conference. 


Leon Brusiloff’s band will play 
as the American flag is hoisted to 
the tip of the 60-foot flagpole in 
front of the new building. Below 
the national colors will fly the AFL- 
CIO burgee, the blue and white 
“house flag.” 

In the street, another temporary 
stand will furnish a vantage point 
for the cameras of television and 
newsreel crews recording the his- 
toric event. 

The President is expected to ar- 
tive a few minutes. befre the start 
of the ceremonies at 11 o’clock in 
order to inspect the mammoth 
Mural in the building lobby. 


‘Once the British Legation, Ashbur- 


The major radio networks will 
cover the event, broadcasting it 
either “live” or transcribing it for 
presentation later in the day. Local 
newspapers should be consulted for 
the time of broadcast. 


Authorized in °47 


The structure was authorized in 
February 1947 by the AFL Ex- 
ecutive Council and two months 
later the AFL purchased at a cost 
of $1 million the historic Ashbur- 
ton House on H St. around. the 
corner from the new headquarters. 


ton House was the scene of the 
treaty negotiations which delineated 
the U.S.-Canadian boundaries in 
1842, 

The AFL was reluctant to raze 
one of the capital’s landmarks and 
in May 1954 entered into agree- 
ment with St. John’s Episcopal 
Church next door. Ashburton 
House was deeded to the “Church 
of the Presidents” and in exchange 
the AFL took title to property on 


Sixteenth Street adjoining land it 
already owned. 

Contracts for the new building 
were signed with the George A. 
Fuller Co., contractors, in July 
1954, and the ground - breaking 
ceremony took place Aug. 27, 1954. 

Within the cornerstone are a 
number of historic documents in- 
cluding the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence and the U. S. Constitu- 
tion. There are also copies of the 
AFL-CIO merger agreement, co- 
pies of the documents which led to 
labor unity, proceedings of the AFL 
conventions for several years, state- 
ments by Executive Council mem- 
bers and a brief history of the labor 
movement. 

Some departments of the AFL- 
CIO moved into the new quarters 
well before the building ceased to 
echo to the clatter of workmen’s 


tools. Most of the headquarters | 


operation occupied the building 
early in April. Only a few scattered 
departments are awaiting comple- 
tion of interior work to begin their 
tenancy. 


—=(TS YOUR— 
WASHINGTON 
Willard Shelton 


HERE ARE TWO EXAMPLES of the kind of pm the Eisen- 
hower Administration is doing as it clears decks for the election: 

1. Ancher Nelsen, Eisenhower’s Rural Electrification Adminis- 
trator, managed to turn a staff celebration of REA’s twentieth an- 
niversary into something of a personal-tribute session for his own 
benefit. 

’ Nelsen resigned to seek the Republican nomination for governor 
of his own state of Minnesota. And in his last-two weeks he ap- 
proved almost half as much in loans to generating and transmission - 
co-ops as he had previously approved in three solid enone of 
them directly affecting Minnesota. 

The Eisenhower Administration would dearly love to overturn 
Gov. Orville Freeman, the Democratic-Farmer-Labor governor 
of Minnesota, and prepare the way for undercutting Sen. Hubert 
H. Humphrey. Nelsen is the Administration’s chosen instrument. 


In 37 months of a 10-year term, Nelsen approved a total of $102 

million to generating-transmission borrowers from REA and only 
three new federated co-ops. More than $30 million came in his 
last two weeks. 
_ 2. After more than three years of delay, the Eisenhower Admin- 
istration decided to let 38 Georgia rural electric co-ops obtain 
cheap federal power from the Clark Hill Dam to which they were 
entitled under the famous federal “preference” clause. 

Eisenhower’s Interior Dept. previously had tried to pressure the 
co-ops to let the electricity to be sold at the dam to the Georgia 
Power Co., a private utility also involved in the abortive Dixon- 
Yates attack on the Tennessee Valley Authority. 

With title to the power, the Georgia utility could have forced 
the co-ops to pay high rates. 

Attorney Gen. Herbert Brownell, Jr., ruled last July that one of 
the proposed contracts was illegal and “flouted the purpose of 
Congress” in denying the co-ops preference. 

Former Interior Sec. Douglas McKay concealed this opinion 

until October, and pressure was still applied on the co-ops. When 


McKay decided to run for the Senate in Oregon, however, the 
Interior Dept. surrendered. 


Georgia Power agreed to wheel the electricity over its transmis- 
siom lines to the co-ops. The co-ops got a firm rate of six mills 
payable to the Interior Dept. instead of the private utility. The 
company in turn consented to sell its own Power for “firming” pur- 
poses to the co-ops at six mills. 

This represented a complete switchabout by Interior and by the 
private utility. The coming election, one must assume, had some- 
thing to do with it. é 

kkk 
ON MAY 5 THIS OBSERVER DISCUSSED the case of one 
Spencer Welsh, a constituent of Rep. James M. Quigley (D-Pa.), 
who despite an honorable Army discharge was denied compensa- 
tion for his Korean prisoner-of-war days by Pres. Eisenhower's 
Foreign Claims Settlement Commission. 

Quigley wrote the President charging the commission had con- 
ducted only a “kangeroo-court” hearing, had mentioned “collabora- 
tion” charges and then denied clearance despite the fact that Welsh 
had no chance of facing his accusers. 

Back came a letter from Eisenhower’s special counsel, Gerald 
D. Morgan, saying that “no finding of collaboration” had been made 
against Welsh. He just didn’t get his money. 

A few days ago Morgan telephoned Rep. Quigley that everything 
had been fixed up. The Claims Commission has “reconsidered” 
the case and Welsh will get his money after all. 

Apparently what you need is to get the Presidents’ own Gettys- 
burg congressman to write the White House a letter. In a similar 
case, involving a constituent of Rep. Thomas L. Ashley (D-O.), 
Ashley hasn’t got to first base. He and Quigley have a bill pending 


to force the Claims Commission to observe minimum decencies of 
procedure, 


Spending Habits Change; 
Movies Lose, Ponies Gain 


Americans are spending less at the movie box office and more 
at the race track $2 window, the Commerce Dept. found in a 
comprehensive survey of changes in spending habits. 

Movie receipts have dropped by one-fourth since the large- 
scale spread of television. The dip began in 1947 following an 
all-time record of $1.7 billion in 1946. Thanks to free movies 
in the living room, receipts in 1955 were 25 percent less. 

The department didn’t offer an explanation for the growing 
popularity of betting—legally, that is—on the ponies. It merely 
noted that $1 billion more went in the betting windows last year 
than in 1949. The 1955 investment of the hopeful was $2.6 billion. 

Spending on services generally has dropped with increased sales 
of do-it-yourself devices and home equipment such as the auto- 
matic washing machine and home permanent wave outfits. 

However, the actual cash total spent on service has jumped $5 
to $6 billion a year for the last decade as a result of price increases 
and higher total incomes. And the part of income spent on some 
services, such as rent, household operation and private schooling, 
has climbed sharply. 

The steady rise in spending for service, the department said, 
“has been a major force tending toward stable growth in the 


value of the nation’s output.” 
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U.S. Worker Delegation to ILO 
Vows to Outlaw Slave Labor 


The American worker delegation to the 39th Intl. Labor Grganization conference has left for 
Geneva, determined to fight for a convention outlawing slave labor. 

The positions of the U. S. government and employer delegations, however, were less clear. 

Until recently, the Eisenhower Administration was silent on where it would stand in the show- 
down of a fight the U. S. had led for years. It had refrained for months from answering an ILO ques- 


tionnaire as to whether it wanted® 


a convention outlawing slave labor 
or a recommendation, a milder 
form of condemnation. 

Raise Trade Angle 

Soviet Russia has announced its 
support of a convention outlawing 
forced work for economic develop- 
ment, political coercion. or main- 
tenance of labor discipline. 

The U.S. has finally agreed to 
support a convention limited to 
banning international trade in prod- 
ucts made by forced labor. Ob- 
servers were quick to point out that 
slave labor, where it exists, is used 
mostly on public works and to a 
lesser extent on products for inter- 
nal consumption, and that in any 
event, the ILO was organized to 
raise the living standards of work- 
ers and not to deal with trade. 

If the final vote comes on a con- 
vention carrying both this proviso 
and another one outlawing slave 
labor, the government apparently 
will refrain from voting on the lat- 
ter clause on the ground that it is 
an internal matter. If the vote 
comes on the outlawing of slave 
labor alone, without the U.S.-spon- 
sored trade clause, it also will re- 
fuse to cast its vote. 

The situation reflects the sharp 
division in Republican ranks be- 
tween the internationalists and 
the isolationists, and the former’s 
fear of alienating the group 
which has supported the Bricker 
Amendment to the constitution 
restricting the President’s treaty- 
making powers. 

The isolationists don’t like the 
ILO and especially don’t like ILO 
conventions, none of which have 
been offered to the Senate for con- 
firmation since the Eisenhower Ad- 
ministration took office in 1953. 


Labor Leads Fight 

The U.S. employer delegation to 
ILO meetings has not voted for a 
convention for years, regardless of 
the subject. It has made no an- 
nouncement of its stand on the 
forced labor convention, but there 
is no reason to believe that its at- 
titude of the past has undergone 
a change and that it may support 


The worker delegate is AFL-CIO 
Intl. Rep. George P. Delaney, 
veteran of many ILO meetings and 
a worker member of the Govern- 
ing Body. 

His advisors are AFL-CIO Vice 
Pres. James B. Carey, president of 
the Electrical Workers; Sec.-Treas. 
C. J. Haggerty of the California 
Federation of Labor; Treas. Thom- 
as Murphy of the Bricklayers; Sec.- 
Treas. George J. Richardson of the 
Fire Fighters; Pres. Harry Sayre of 
the Paperworkers. 

The fight against forced labor 
was pushed by free labor with 
the American labor movement 
in the forefront. As early as 
1947 the former AFL asked the 
United Nations to undertake an 
investigation of the practice. 

The probe was turned over to 
the ILO, which since then has come 
up with three documented reports 
detailing the existence of slave labor 
in many parts of the world, mostly 
behind the Iron Curtain. ; 

Other Items on Agenda 

The conference also will discuss 
the report of a Committee on Free- 
dom of Employers’ and Workers’ 
Organizations headed by Lord Mc- 
Nair, British jurist. 

The committee was set up when 
worker and employer delegates 
from several countries attacked the 
admission of worker and employer 
delegations from Soviet Russia and 
other Communist - dominated na- 
tions on the ground that they are 
not free and independent, but in 
effect are extensions of the govern- 
ment and subject to it. 

Other items on the agenda in- 
clude discussion of vocational train- 
ing in agriculture, weekly rest in 
commerce and offices, welfare fa- 
cilities for workers, and living and 
working conditions of native peo- 
ples in independent countries. 

Neither government nor employ- 
er delegations to the 39th confer- 
ence have been made public. 

However, one of the two govern- 
ment delegates is J. Ernest Wilkins, 
assistant secretary of labor for in- 


a trade ban. 


Fate of Algerian Unions 
Up to France, Says Brown 


The fate of free trade unions in the slowly emerging, nationalistic 
countries is tied up with the barring by the French government of 
an AFL-CIO representative as a member of the Intl. Confederation 


ternational affairs. Representatives 


of Free Trade Union group. 

Irving Brown, AFL-CIO Euro- 
pean representative who was denied 
access to Algeria by the French 
government, told a press confer- 
ence in Washington that whether 
the trade union movement in Al- 
geria goes Communist or remains 
free is inherent in the French gov- 
ernment’s refusal to allow him to 
enter the country. 


Brown Barred 

_ Brown was a member of a four- 
man ICFTU group which sought 
admission to Algeria to determine 
whether the application of trade 
union groups which had broken 
away from Communist domination 
to join the ICFTU should be hon- 
ored. 

The group consisted of Omer 
Becu, ICFTU president, J. H. Old- 
enbroek, ICFTU general secretary, 
Louis Major, a Belgian unionist 
and Brown. Only Brown was 
admission but the other 


- 
_ 


members have not yet visited Al- 
geria. 

The barring of Brown is expected 
to come up for action at the ICF- 
TU executive board meeting in 
Brussels in July. 


Phony Charge : 

Brown declared that the gover- 
nor-general of Algeria, Robert La- 
Coste, barred him on the grounds 
that he was involved with “dis- 
reputable characters.” The AFL- 
CIO representative termed it a 
phony charge and ventured the 
opinion that he was being barred 
from admission to Algeria as part 
of a French attempt to keep the 
situation from being “internation- 
alized.” 
The French have sought to keep 
the Algerian and other North 
African problems out of the Unit- 
ed Nations and other international 
bodies and feel that an interna- 
tional trade union delegation also 


Pa 


a| uel K. McConnell, Jr. (R.), both of 


Augustine B. Kelley (D.) and Sam- 


Pennsylvania, are among the ad- 
visors. : 


sociation of Manufacturers and the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce as em- 
ployer delegate was Pres. Charles 
H. Smith, Jr., of the Steel Improve- 
ment and Forge Co., Cleveland, O. 


Retirement 
Bill Okayed 
By Senate 


The Democratic-sponsored bill 
by Sen. Olin D. Johnston (D-S. C.) 
to boost retirement-survivor bene- 
fits of two million federal employes 
faces extensive hearings in the 
House Civil Service Committee 
after being approved by the Senate. 
The Senate beat down all Ad- 
ministration efforts to,cut back em- 
ploye benefits and passed the meas- 
ure by voice vote. : 
Republican leaders abandoned 
efforts to trim the bill after being 
trounced on a test vote on an 
amendment by Sen. Frank Carlson 
(R-Kans.) that would have knocked 
out a provision permitting federal 
employes to retire after 30 years of 
service regardless of age. This was 
rejected 46 to 36. 

The bill provides for an increase 
of from 6 percent to 7 percent in 
employe contributions after next 
Jan. 1, but also provides for in- 

ased benefits amounting to an 
estimated $450 million a year. The 
government would increase its con- 
tribution to match employe pay- 
ments. 

The measure also provides con- 
siderably expanded survivorship 
benefits to widows, children and 
dependent widowers, and improves 
provisions for payment in cases of 
total disability. 

. Another important provision 
would permit employes who are 
involuntarily retired after the age 
of 50 with 20 years of service to 
receive an immediate annuity. 

The Administration opposed the 
bill on grounds that it would cost 
too much. It tried unsuccessfully 
to persuade the Senate to cut the 
proposed benefits nearly in half, to 
$245 million. 


Meat Cutters, UPWA 
Convene Separately 


Chicago — Separate conventions 
of the Packinghouse Workers and 
the Meat Cutters will be held later 
this month in Cincinnati, O. 

Originally it had been planned 
to hold a merger convention of the 
two groups this month but plans 
have been postponed. 

The Meat Cutters will hold their 
19th quadrennial convention June 
11-15. The UPWA has scheduled 
its 10th constitutional convention 
June 18-22. 


Rose Barge Line 
Recognizes Union 


Marseilles, Ill. — A one-week 
strike by affiliates of the Rivers 
Joint Organizing Committee ended 
with a stipulation by the Rose 
Barge Line, Inc., here to recognize 
the three unions as collective bar- 
gaining agent for its crews. 

The unions are the Maritime 
Union, Marine Engineers and 


should not participate. 


Masters, Mates & Pilots. 


Nominated by the National As-| # 


DURABLE ED BLAIR, veteran 


Amalgamated Clothing Workers 


organizer, is welcomed to ACWA convention by Pres. Jacob §, 


Potofsky (right). 


Blair recently was released from a Columbus, 


Miss., hospital where he was near death for several weeks after he 
was shot early in January by a rifle-wielding picket line crasher. 


Potofsky, Other Officers 
Re-Named by ACWA 


Pres. Jacob S. Potofsky and other top officers of the Amalgamated 
Clothing Workers won renomination by acclamation as the union’s 
twentieth biennial convention closed in Washington. 


The renomination of Potofsky,® 


Sec.-Treas. Frank Rosenblum, Ex- 
ecutive Vice Pres. Hyman Blum- 
berg and 17 other vice presidents 
will be followed by a referendum 
vote within a few months. 

The 1,600 delegates representing 
the ACWA’s 400,000 members 
branded John Foster Dulles as “un- 
fit” to continue as secretary of state. 
A resolution adopted unanimously 
charged Dulles with “repeated ma- 
jor blunders” and called for a U.S. 
foreign policy “which accords with 
America’s traditions and meets the 
needs of our times.” 

GOP Foreign Policy Hit 

The dominant theme of the for- 
eign policy resolution was that 
nearly four years of Republican ad- 
ministration had witnessed the loss 
of this country’s international pres- 
tige and role of leadership. 

The resolution called upon Con- 
gress to enact the foreign aid bill 
calling for spending $1.9 billion as 
a start toward development of an 
adequate assistance program. 

“It is vital to the promotion of 
democracy,” the resolution added, 
“that we assist the newly-freed peo- 
ple of Asia and Africa in the im- 
mense task of overcoming poverty, 
illiteracy, disease and centuries of 
colonial exploitation. The success 
of these countries will prove again 
that social revolution can be 
achieved without resort to totali- 
tarian regimentation. .. . 

“Communism is making a des- 
perate bid to conquer the entire 
continent of Asia. The bulwark of 
our successful defense against that 
threat must be the strengthening of 
the people and the government of 
ete e yc 

In another resolution the dele- 
gates demanded that Israel be per- 


Los Angeles Council 
Elects Bassett 


Veteran printing trades leader 
W. J. Bassett has been re-elected 
executive secretary of the Los An- 
geles Central Labor Council in an 
election which saw all five top offi- 
cers and 17 board members elected 
without opposition. Bassett, a mem- 
ber of Mailers Local 9, has been 
executive head of the council since 


mitted to purchase sufficient arms 
of all types for her defense and to 
equalize the arms sent to her Arab 
neighbors by the Communists. The 
U.S. was urged to announce to the 
Arab countries that we are “firmly 
committed to Israel’s existence as 
an independent nation” and that 
this nation support the efforts of 
the United Nations to maintain 
peace in the area. 


N. Y.) hailed the ACWA’s 43-year- 
old history, declaring “You do not 
look backward into the past, but 
forward into the future.” 

Lehman discussed pending 
changes in the social security laws, 
striking hard at spokesmen for the 
Eisenhower Administration, the 
National Association of Manufac- 
turers, American Medical Associa- 
tion and others who oppose disabil- 
ity amendménts to permit payments 
at age 50 for disabled workers. 


and humbug.” Only a percentage 

of those who become disabled, he 

continued, “can be rehabilitated 

under any conditions.” Lehman 

said facilities for rehabilitating the 

physically handicapped are “piti- 
lly inadequate.” 


$26 Million 
Awaits Owners 


The federal government 
has $26 million it would like 
very much to pay out to the 
130,000 ex-service men who 
ewn it. 

Its what remains un- 
claimed of $2 billion in 
Armed Forces Leave Bonds 
issued to reimburse World 
War II veterans for unused 
leave. The bonds paid 2.5 
percent interest until they ma- 
tured on Oct. 1, 1951, and 
have earned nothing since 
then. — 

The government, which 
has asked the aid of veterans’ 
organizations in locating the 
bond-owners, thinks that since 
the veterans apparently don’t 
need the money it would be 
a fine idea of they’d put it in 
Series E savings bonds. 


1943. 


“ Sen. Herbert H. Lehman (D-° 


He called their arguments “sham 
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pen Drive 


gehts Bill To Vote 


A drive to force the mild Administration civil rights bill to the 
ouse floor developed as Rep. James Roosevelt (D-Calif.) an- 
ced that if necessary he would move June 5 to discharge the 
ouse Rules Committee from control of the bill. 

The Administration proposals, in the meantime, were called “be- 


To Force 


” and “rather inadequate” but® 
a “step in the right direction” 


The Administration - sponsored 
ure, already approved by a 
g majority of the House Judi- 
iary Committee, has three major 
rovisions: 

e It would establish a Commis- 
sion on Civil Rights to “investigate 
allegations” that some citizens are 
being denied the right to vote and 
ye “subjected to unwarranted eco- 
nomic pressures by reason of color 
” and to appraise federal 


e An additional assistant attor- 
sey general, to head a proposed 
Civil Rights Division, would be au- 
thorized for the Justice Dept. 

e The attorney general could 
bring civil actions in federal courts 
prevent or redress practices 
which violate civil rights statutes. 

“We are pleased,” Biemiller told 
the Senate committee, “that this 
Administration has seen fit after a 
little over three years in office to 
turn its attention to (the) vital sub- 
ject of civil rights legislation.” 

On the first section, Biemiller 
said, the AFL-CIO would be “hap- 
py” to have a civil rights inquiry. 
made by the appropriate congres- 
sional committees. “If Congress 
does not undertake such a study, 
we agree that a public commission 
should be established.” 

The proposal for one more law- 
yer in the Justice Dept.- “does not 
strike us as earth-shaking,” he testi- 
fied, but “we are in favor” of it. 

The third section “has somewhat 
more substance,” Biemiller de- 
clared, and “we are strongly in fa- 
vor” of it. 

Provisions Denounced 

Criminal prosecution in: certain 
constitutional cases may increase 
“the very community tensions 
which give rise to the civil rights 
violation,” and local juries “sim- 
ply will not convict,” he said. 

Biemiller pointed out that the 


civil suit was embodied in S. 903, 
sponsored by Sen. Hubert H. Hum- 
phrey (D-Minn.),-and urged enact- 
ment of this bill. 


ing bill and a measure to establish 
as a federal crime the killing of 
any member of the Armed Forces 
“while engaged in the performance 
of his official duties.” 


the House committee voting in fa- 
vor of the Administration bill, its 
provisions were hotly denounced 
by a seven-member minority in- 
cluding six Southern Democrats 
and one Southern Republican. 


He also advocated an anti-lynch- 


Despite the heavy majority of 


“Absolutely shocking,” this mi- 


nority called the bill. 


Despite reports that an agree- 
ment might be reached for the 
House Rules Committee to clear 
the bill for floor action, the meas- 
ure has remained bottled up. 
Parliamentary rules require de- 
lay until after June 4 before a dis- 
charge petition can be filed. 

The bill will move automatically 
to the floor if a majority of the 
House membership signs the peti- 
tion to discharge the Rules Com- 
mittee. 


Textile Workers 
Win Wage Boosts 


Elizabethton, Tenn. — Wage in- 
creases of 10 cents an hour for 
4,000 employes of American Bem- 
berg Co. and North American 
Rayon Corp. here and for 1,000 
other employes of Beaunit Mills, 
Childersburg, Ala., have been nego- 
tiated by the United Textile Work- 
ers. 

UTW Southern Dir. Joseph Ja- 
cobs said this makes a total of 20 
cents an hour in wage increases 
won for these rayon workers dur- 
ing the last 12 months. 

A new agreement with the Dan 
River Mils in Danville, Va., an- 
nounced by Emanuel Boggs, UTW 
southern Virginia joint board man- 
ager, provides for preferential re- 
hiring to give laid-off employes “a 
better opportunity to return to their 
jobs.” The pact, retroactive to 
Apr. 30, provides no wage increase 


protection of citizens’ rights by 


but may be reopened in six months. 


tion in Denver. 


COLORADO LABOR COUNCIL charter is presented by George Reese (left) at founding conven- 
With Reese are officers of new merged labor organization: (from left) Pres. George 


A. Cavender, Sec.-Treas. Frank G. Van Portfliet and Executive Vice Pres. R. C. Anderson. 


AFL-CIO Asks 
Instrument 


Industry Hike 


The AFL-CIO proposed a pre- 
vailing wage figure of $1.35 an 
hour ia the scientific instrument 
and laboratory instruments indus- 
try in a hearing conducted by La- 
bor Sec. James P. Mitchell. 

Bert Seidman, an economist in 
the Dept. of Research, told Mitchell 
that Labor Dept. statistics indicated 
an actual prevailing wage of $1.30 
an hour in May, 1955, and that 
wages had risen an average of 5 
cents an hour since that time. 


He recommended a “single pre- 
vailing minimum applying to the 
entire industry.” There is no evi- 
dence, he said, that “competition in 
this industry is on an area basis.” 

Seidman’s proposals were spe- 
cifically concurred in by four un- 
ions directly concerned — Auto 
Workers, Electrical and Radio 
Workers, Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers and Machinists—and by 
the AFL-CIO Industrial Union 
Dept. 

Meanwhile Labor Sec. Mitchell 
announced a prevailing-wage rate 
of $1.10 an hour in the office ma- 
chines industry effective June 18. 


home of this great organization.” 


GOVERNOR'S PROCLAMATION naming June 4-10 as UAW Twentieth Anniversary Week is 
tigned by Gov. G. Mennen Williams as Auto Workers Pres. Walter P. Reuther (right) and Sec.-Treas. 
Emil Mazey look on. The chief executive’s statement declared “Michigan is justly proud to be the 


Colorado 
8th State 
To Merge 


(Continued from Page I) 

Brannan also hit at the way 
the National Labor Relations 
Board, by administrative fiat, was 
hurting union organization. 
Farmer, worker and small busi- 
nessman have all lost ground 
while big business was making 
record gains, he charged. 
William L. McSorley, assistant 
director of the Committee on Polit- 
ical Education followed with an at- 
tack on Sen. Eugene Millikin (R- 
Col), who currently occupies the 
Senate seat for which Brannan is 
aiming. McSorley said Millikin had 
voted “completely wrong” where 
the needs of the people are in- 
volved—housing, education, mini- 
mum wage, etc. 
At a Colorado COPE meeting 
Sunday Western Women’s Division 
Director Margaret Thornburgh 
called down the men for not giving 
a better picture of unionism to their 
wives, leaving them susceptible to 
anti-union propaganda and anti-un- 
ion candidates. She called on the 
women to volunteer their time in 
the coming political campaign in 
order to protect their union-won 
high standard of living. 


Research Dept. 
Plans Talks on 
Work Hours 


A conference to exchange views 
among unions with a shorter work- 
week as a collective bargaining goal 
will be conducted by the AFL-CIO 
Dept. of Research in Washington 
Sept. 11. 
In a letter to affiliated unions, 
AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany ad- 
vised that the conference is designed 
solely as a means of allowing in- 
terested union officials to discuss 
the goals to be achieved, workers’ 
attitudes towards shorter hours, the 
various ways of achieving this ob- 
jective and recent collective bar- 
gaining experience in this area. 


by conference participants. 


No questions of AFL-CIO policy 
will be discussed. Five papers will 
be prepared in advance for study 


The papers will be presented by 
Research Dir. George Brooks of 
Pulp-Sulphite, Research Dir. Wood- 
row L. Ginsburg of the Rubber 
Workers, Assistant Dir. of Research 
for the AFL-CIOsPeter Henle, Sey- 
mour Brandwein and Nat Goldfin- 


lines Labor 
Unites to Win 
GAW Ruling 


Springfield, Il. — Organizational 
merger between the State Federa- 
tion of Labor and the Industrial 
Union Council of Illinois is still in 
the talking stage, but the first fruit 
of unity has already been reaped. 
It took the form of an affirma- 
tive response by State Atty. Gen. 
Latham Castle to the request of 
the merger committee for a favor- 
able decision on supplementary un- 
employment compensation benefits 
negotiated by unions with their em- 
ployers. ' 

Nick of Time 
Castle’s ruling came in time to 


get many members of the Auto 


Workers, employed by the auto in- 
dustry’s Big Three, under the wire 
so they can collect guaranteed wage 
payments, in addition to unem- 
ployment compensation benefits, as 
their plans go into effect this month. 
The merger negotiators told Roy 
F. Cummins, director of the Ik 
linois Dept. of Labor: 

“This method of securing the un- 
employed worker should be en- 
couraged rather than criticized. ... 


‘It prevents destitution and poverty 


and thus relieves the state or city 
from having to contribute addi- 
tional family help. It is a plan 
that was voluntarily agreed upon by 
employers and unions.” 


Decision Hailed 


IPL members of the merger com- 
mittee hailed Castle’s decision as a 
“just and humane” interpretation 
of the law. 

Merger committee members, in 
addition to Carmell, are Pres. Jo- 
seph Germano, Vice Presidents Pat 
Greathouse and Charles A. Hayes, 
Sec.-Treas. Maurice McElligott and 
Gen. Counsel A. W. Brussell of the 
IUC and Pres. Reuben G. Soder- 
strom and Sec.-Treas. Stanley John- 
son of the IFL. 


Charges Filed 
Against Chain 


Unfair labor charges have been 
filed with the NLRB against Mont- 
gomery Ward & Co. by 30 locals 
of the Retail Clerks in 11 states. 

Each of the locals has been 
certified as collective bargaining 
agent for employes of the stores 
affected and has been trying to 
negotiate contracts for almost a 
year in some cases. 

The states presently involved are 
Oregon, California, New Mexico, 
Kansas, Missouri, Illinois, Minne- 
sota, Michigan, Kentucky, Ohio and 


r, AFL-CIO economists. 


New York. 
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Adlai, Estes Primed 


For California Primary 


Miami, Fla.—Gov. Adlai E.| Stevenson of Illinois and Sen. Estes 
Kefauver of Tennessee left for their final campaign week before the 
June 5 California Democratic primary as Stevenson rolled up a nar- 
row but apparently significant victory in the primary here. 

The battle over California’s big 68-vote delegation may prove 


No. Carolina 
Dumps Foes” 
Of ‘Manifesto’ 


North Carolina Democrats 
dumped two of the state’s three 
congressmen who refused to sign 
the so-called “Southern manifesto” 
denouncing the Supreme Court de- 
segregation decision. 

In Wisconsin, the GOP organiza- 
tion maintained its right-wing char- 
acter by refusing endorsement to 
the veteran Sen. Alexander Wiley, 
running for renomination as an 
“Eisenhower Republican.” 

In Kentucky, in a reversal of the 
trend, Gov. A. B. (Happy) Chan- 
dler’s effort to defeat Sen. Earle C. 
Clements in the Democratic pri- 
mary failed. 

Clements rolled up nearly a two- 
to-one margin over former Rep. 
Joe B. Bates, the Chandler-backed 
candidate. He will face Republican 
Thurston Morton, a one-time mem- 
ber of the House of Representatives 
and a White House-supported can- 
didate, in the November election. 


The Democratic state committee, 
controlled by anti-Chandler ele- 
ments, will pick a nominee for the 
second Senate seat vacated by the 
death of Sen. Alben W. Barkley. 
Chandler can appoint an interim 
senator to serve until November. 

Incumbent congressmen who 
lost primary fights in North Caro- 
lina were Rep. Thurmond Chat- 
ham and Rep. C. B. Deane. 

Beaten on Segregation 
Chatham, whose family-owned 
blanket mill has long been a strong- 
hold of anti-unionism, was beaten 
strictly on the segregation issue. A 
conservative, he pointblank refused 
to join in assailing the court and 
declined to attack it during his 
campaign. 

Deane also refused to attack the 
court. Chatham lost to Ralph J. 
Scott, Deane was beaten by A. Paul 
Kitchin. Scott and Kitchin raised 
the segregation issue constantly. 

A third congressman who had 
declined to sign the “manifesto,” 
Rep. Harold Cooley, won renomi- 
nation after a hard fight against a 
court-assailing challenger. 

The Wisconsin GOP State Con- 
vention, long under control of 
Thomas Coleman and other bitter- 
end supporters of the late Sen. 
Taft, turned thumbs down on 
Wiley and endorsed Rep. Glenn R. 
Davis, considered vastly more con- 
servative, for the senatorial nomi- 
nation. 

Sen. Wiley Booed 

Wiley, now completing his third 
six-year Senate term, was booed 
and denounced from the floor as 
he defended his record in support- 
ing foreign aid and supporting Pres. 
Eisenhower by voting in 1953 
against the proposed Bricker con- 
stitutional amendment. 

Davis claims to be an Eisen- 
hower supporter on domestic issues. 
Across his years in the House he 
has voted consistently against bills 
favored by labor and for bills op- 
posed by labor. 

The Republican primary Sept. 11 
will determine whether Wiley or 
Davis is the party’s nominee. A 
third aspirant, Mark Catlin, Jr., 
speaker of the State Assembly and 
author of the notorious Catlin law 
seeking to prohibit union political 
activity, apparently lost his chance 
when he was denied convention en- 
dorsement. 


decisive, at least to Stevenson if he 
duplicates his Florida victory. 

For Kefauver it would be an ur- 
gently needed triumph after a suc- 
cession of primaries in which he 
has fared badly in write-in votes 
and attempts to influence votes for 
others, and would enhance his 
Democratic national convention 
first-ballot strength. | 


Adlai Wins 22 Votes 


Stevenson swept five of Florida’s | ; 
eight congressional districts, giving F 


him 10 convention votes, and won 
all 12 at-large votes for a total of 


22 by beating Kefauver in the state-| | 


wide balloting. 


Kefauver won three congres- 
sional districts to pick up six con- 
vention votes. 

Stevenson’s narrow margin— 
about 12,000 out of a total of 429,- 
000 primary votes—was remarkable 
in that it revealed strength in many 
sections that had been subject to 
direct appeals by the Tennessee 
senator. 

The Illinois candidate carried 
areas in which there are large num- 
bers of retired northerners and 
picked up the urban areas of 
Tampa, Miami, Jacksonville and 
Pensacola where organized labor is 
concentrated. 

Carries Negro Sections 

He carried both Negro sections 
of Miami and northern districts in 
the state where segregation senti- 
ment is strong. 

The victory in Dade County 
(Miami and Miami Beach) is per- 
haps the most remarkable, because 
it is an area in which Kefauver 
made his strongest showing in the 
1952 primary against Sen. Richard 
B. Russell (Ga.), then running as 
the “Southern” candidate. 

Stevenson, in California, said he 
regretted the “nature” of the cam- 
paign turned loose against him in 
the final week in Florida and said 
that in Califorina he would con- 
tinue to “avoid personalities and 
abuses, to talk sense to the people.” 

The Florida results, he said, 
“show that’s the kind of campaign 
the people want.” 

Kefauver promised to continue 
to campaign hard and said he con- 
sidered his Florida. showing a 
“moral victory.” 


Trade Cooperation 
StronglySupported 


Strong support for Pres. Eisen- 
hower’s recommendation that the 
U.S. adhere to the proposed Organ- 
ization for Trade Cooperation has 
been voiced to the chief execu- 
tive by the four non-governmental 
advisors to the American delega- 
tion to the recent tariff negotiations 
in Geneva. 

Signers of a statement which also 
lauded the U.S. negotiators for 
their “unfailing concern” for this 
country’s interests were AFL-CIO 
Research Dir. Stanley A. Rutten- 
berg; Elliott V. Bell, editor and 
publisher of Business Week; Homer 
L. Brinkley, president of the Na- 
tional Council of Farm Coopera- 
tives, and Bryant Essick, Los An- 
geles manufacturer. . 

The four expressed the strong 
opinion that there is need for the 
permanent administrative machin- 
ery which would be set up in the 
proposed OTC. 

The AFL-CIO Executive Council 
endorsed the OTC principle at its 
January meeting in Miami Beach. 
It was later supported in AFL-CIO 
testimony before congressional 
committee. 


NEW HEADQUARTERS of 
Screen Actors Guild is located, 
naturally enough, on. Hollywood’s 
famed Sunset Boulevard. AFL- 
CIO Pres. George Meany (cen- 
ter) was principal speaker at 
building’s dedication. With him, 
from left, are top SAG officers: 
Treas. George Chandler, Pres. 
Walter Pidgeon, Second Vice 
Pres. Dana Andrews and First 
Vice Pres. Leon Ames. 


Ike Signs New Farm Bill: 


‘Plow-Under’ Pay Hinted 


Pres. Eisenhower signed the “second-round” farm bill passed by 
Congress after failing to win authority to pay farmers this year for 
promising to put land in a “soil bank” next year. 


>> 


Farm leaders said the bill “could% 
add $2 billion” to farmers’ income 
in 1956 “if it is carried out -effec- 
tively and conscientiously.” 

The earlier bill Eisenhower 
vetoed would have added an esti- 
mated $3.1 billion to farmers’ in- 
come. 


Supports Increased 

Undecided issue is whether the 
President and Agriculture Sec. Ezra 
Taft Benson will authorize soil 
bank payments this year to farm- 
ers who immediately take land out 
of production, if necessary by “‘phy- 
sically incorporating in the soil” 
crops already sown or growing. 

The phrase “physically incor- 


U. S., Mexican Union 
Committee to Meet 


A meeting of the U. S. Section 
of the Joint U. S.-Mexico Trade 
Union Committee to consider new 
developments under the Mexican 
contract lator program as the re- 
sult of negotiations between the 
two governments just concluded 
wili be held hére June 4. 


Mississippi Labor 
To Merge June 4 


Jackson, Miss.—Merger of 
the state’s two lakor organ- 
izations will take place here 
June 4-5-6, 

Separate conventions of 
the Mississippi Federation of 
Labor and Industrial Union 
Council will precede the 
merger sessions. 


porating in the soil” is a Benson 
term meaning “plow under.” . 

The long farm fight resulted in 
sharp increases in announced sup- 
port prices and in a soil-bank sec- 
tion substantially broader than 
originally proposed by the Admin- 
istration. 

Benson made certain promises to 
cotton and corn raisers to rally 
support for his “flexible” price sup- 
port system. The President later, 
immediately after vetoing the orig- 
inal farm bill, announced that sup- 
ports would be higher than those 
Benson already had set. 

The “second-round” bill also 
raised the promised support prices 
for small feed grains by 9 percent. 


Surplus Plan Out 

The new bill, now signed into 
law, eliminated an Administration- 
demanded section to authorize fi- 
nancing of soil bank payment by 
selling government-held surpluses 
at “market prices.” 

Critics claimed that the effect of 
this financing plan would have been 
to force market prices down. 


Democrats denounced the Ad- 
ministration proposal for soil bank 
payments on a mere promise to 
reduce acreage in 1957 as an elec- 
tion year effort to “buy votes.” 

They pointed out that farmers 
would get no bigger total conserva- 
tion payments in the two years— 
merely 50 percent this year and the 
second 50 percent next year. 

Payments in 1956 to those actual- 
ly “plowing under” about 15 per- 
cent of their acreage, they said, 
would affirmatively reduce produc- 
tion at once and would not have 
the flavor of “vote buying.” 


UNIVERSITY OF wi 
LARAMIE wrote 
Sue 5-15 


Senate Slates 
Debate on 
Security Bill 


The Senate is scheduled to opem 
debate June 4 on the House-passed 
social security bill which was 
stripped of three of its major pro 


mittee. 


will lead a floor fight to restore the 


ate will override the committeé 


gram, As We See It. 

The House provisions tempo 
rarily knocked out in committeé 
would authorize Social Security 
benefits to the totally disabled at 
age 50, lower the pension age of 
wives and women workers from 
65 to 62 years, and increase by $5 
a month the federal contribution 
to the aged on state assistance rolls, 

Long pointed out that he and 
45 other senators—just two short 
of an absolute majority—have co- 
sponsored one amendment on thé 


public assistance. 
But, he said, “Members of the 
Senate don’t hear enough from the 


people as to how they feel on bills.” 


visions by the Senate Finance Con®@ 
Sen. Russell Long (D-La.), whom 
provisions, predicted that the Senay 


He made his statement in an inter 
view on the AFL-CIO radio prow 


increased federal contribution fom 
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